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ABSTRACT 

Agriculture within cities has been recognized for its contribution to urban sustainability, owing to the ability 
to integrate social, economic and environmental aspects that has been framed with the approach of ecosystem 
services. The relationship between cities and agriculture has been the main motivator in segregation despite 
their mutual dependence. In Portugal and Brazil, this segregation of space also meant the segregation of 
functions and management goals beyond the segregation of policies: agricultural policies on the one hand 
and urban policies on the other hand, treated separately in the different institutional compartments. This 
paper has chosen to focus on exploring the variety of situation and the diversity of people working in urban 
agriculture in the search for the basis for more flexible integration in the urban planning process in Portugal 
and Brazil. Thus, it aims to provide insight into the current motivations of urban farmers and their 
expectations regarding the future of these spaces. In the case of Brazil, in search of elements of comparison 
that denote different aspects of the areas where agriculture appeared in some Brazilian cities, its public 
policies and the relation with the citizens point to interesting and promising results. It is necessary to think 
of a new approach to dealing with the new social situation in the two countries. Strengthen social 
organizations born on the web as well as collective neighborhood associations in order to create effective 
links and actions to make urban agriculture an urban reality and an integral element of sustainable green 
infrastructure. 
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